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A few months after the                  of the 1386 Parlia-

ment, Richard summoned the           of his

and presented to them a set of                                   the

legality of the recent acts of Parliament   The
through natural subservience or                         unani-

mously in the king's favour/   Mindful of the           of

the royal courts, it is easy to                         the

created by the king, felt closely                with Ms in-

terests. But now new conditions were arising. It is
too early to talk of the executive using the judiciary in a
quarrel with the legislature, but                at a hint

of this.    Control of the judges                of the

important and one of the latest parts of the royal preroga-
tive to be surrendered.

In 1389, Richard declared himself of age. The last
two periods of his reign, that of orderly government from
1389 to 1397 and that of attempted absolutism from 1397
to 1399, have long been a puzzle. The absolutist tenden-
cies at the beginning and end of Ms reign one to
think of the middle period as a long dissimulation, while
the extravagance of Ms later claims and the freaM&hness
with which he let slip the substance of power
madness. Mad or sane, however, his measures in the
Shrewsbury Parliament2 to secure Ms own unlimited
authority were a methodical attack upon the restraints

For further detail, see Taswell-Langmeadt Engj&ik Cons&uiiotKil EKs-
, pp. 272, 273.
A. and S., documents iooy 101.